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When you received Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments in the 
past, you received more than you should have. Our records show that you 
still owe us $6,646.00. Congress passed a law that permits us to collect SSI 
overpayments by withholding from your Social Security benefits. We plan to 
do that by withholding $66.00 from your Social Security benefits each month 
until we collect the $6,646.00 that you owe. 

The letter informed Appellant that after SSA withheld her Social Security benefits, she 
would receive monthly payments of $594.00 beginning in April 2005. The notice also 
informed Appellant that she would resume receiving her full regular monthly payment with 
the payment she receives in October 2013. 

B. The March 29, 2005 notice additionally informed Appellant of her right to 
appeal the withholding decision. Appellant did not appeal. As a result, SSA has been 
withholding $66.00 per month from Appellant's SSDI benefit check since April 2005 to 
recoup the identified SSI overpayment. 

9. The March 29, 2005 overpayment notice did not indicate whether SSA or 
Appellant was responsible for creating the overpayment. Additionally, the notice did not 
indicate SSA had determined that the overpayment had resulted from an intentional failure 
on Appellant's part to comply with the PASS program (or any other program) requirements. 

10. In December 2007, Appellant's Food Stamp benefits were subject to 
recertification. I n connection with that re~ertification process, an issue arose as to the 
proper amount of Appellant's Food Stamp benefit, including an issue as to whether the 
gross amount of Appellant's SSDI payment (without regard to the $66.00 monthly amount 
being withheld) or the net amount of that benefit (excluding the $66.00 withholding amount) 
should be considered countable income for the purpose of calculating Appellant's proper 
Food Stamp benefit amount. 

11. In connection with that recertification, the County Department ultimately 
determined that Appel/ant's gross SSDI should be used in calculating Appellarit's proper 
Food Stamp benefit amount. Appellant appealed that decision in Case Number SHS 200B--. 

12. As part of the recertification and in connection with Appellant's appeal in SHS 
200B-_, the Cou nty Department made a specific inquiry to SSA as to why monies were 
being withheld from Appellant's SSDI payments and whether Appellant had engaged in an 
intentional violation of the PASS program.1 

13. Following a hearing in SHS 200B-_ the undersigned ALJ issued an Initial 
Decision on August 14, 200B. The Initial Decision found that the record "did not establish 
Appellant intentionally failed to comply with the PASS program orthat SSA's determination' 

1 Initial Decision, SHS 2008-0276, August 14,2008, Findings of Fact 14-17. 
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